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Dear Dr. Anderson and Members of the Policies and Procedures Subcommittee,

The Science Advisory Board’s step-by-step plan to address the concerns of the GAO
regarding balance of bias and conflict of interest of SAB panel members looks well thought
out and thorough. If the Office of SAB actually executes this plan, the panels, and therefore
the results of the panels, are much more likely to be credible, valued, and accepted.

The only recommendation I make is to design and implement an evaluation process from the
start to provide the OSAB with information along the way about how well the plan is actually
being implemented and whether it is adequately addressing the concerns and meeting the
goals that you’ve developed . By conducting ongoing evaluation, any shortcomings or
unforeseen problems can be readily identified and dealt with in a timely manner.

Thank you for allowing me to comment on this important issue. The credibility and integrity
of the SAB panels will be enhanced and preserved with a greater sense of transparency of the
process and balance of the resulting panel.

Respectfully yours,

Cindy L. Parker, MD, MPH
Environment and Health Consultant
Physicians for Social Responsibility
cparker@psr.org
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